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B>  Joan  Pinkham 

This  last  full  month  of 
winter  can  seem  bleak  and 
brutal,  but  February  isn't  all 
bad  for  those  of  us  marooned 
in  the  frozen  north.  It  begins 
with  the  absurdity  of  Ground- 
hog Day.  celebrated  romance 
this  week  and  every  four  years 
includes  an  extra  day. 

Nights  that  can  be  colder 
than  anything  December  has 
to  offer  can  be  beautiful  under 
the  light  of  the  Hunger  Moon 
and  I although  our  winter 
gardens  are  hidden  under  a 
mantle  of  snow,  branches 
encased  in  ice  shimmer  and 
glitter  like  crystal.  With  the 
arrival  of  more  sunshine  and 
longer  days,  our  plants  are 
growing  faster  and  looking  to 
us  for  more  water  and  feeding. 
You  and  your  children  can 
have  a lot  of  fun  by  planting 
fruit  pips  and  stones.  By 
saving  your  orange,  tanger- 
ine. grapefruit  and  lemon  pips 
and  date,  apricot,  avocado  and 
peach  stones,  you  can  have 
green,  bushy  house  plants  at 
absolutely  no  cost.  Just  push 
the  pip  or  stone  into  a small 
pot  filled  with  soil.  Cover  with 
an  inverted  glass  jar  and  leave 
in  a warm,  dark  spot  until 
germination  takes  place.  Then 
bring  the  pot  into  the  light  and 
remove  the  jar. 

The  Old  Farmer's  Almanac 
tells  us  “the  back  of  the  winter 
is  now  broken"  and  to  those  of 
us  dreaming  of  bursting  buds 
and  greenery,  we  welcome 
once  again  the  arrival  of  the 
Horticultural  Society's  Spring 
Garden  and  Flower  Show.  The 
108th  season  opens  Saturday. 
March  17  and  continues 
through  Sunday.  March  25  at 
the  Commonwealth  Pier  Ex- 
hibition Hall. 

Be  sure  to  watch  for  the 
Norwell  Garden  Group's  ex- 
hibit which  will  consist  of  a 
window  display  of  herbs  they 
arc  gowing  themselves.  This 
will  be  the  first  year  the 


members  have  submitted  an 
entry  and  we  wish  them  luck. 
Also  look  for  the  display 
designed  by  members  of  the 
Indoor  Light  Garden  Society  of 
America.  Franey  Way  is  vice 
president  and  program  chair- 
man of  the  New  England 
Chapter  and  says  they  have 
plans  for  a bay  window  show- 
how  to  grow  plants  with 
supplemental  light  — should 
be  lovely.  They  will  also 
demonstrate  how  to  convert  a 
closet  into  a propagating  unit 
and  a den  bookshelf  will  be 
transformed  into  a display  of 
plants  growing  under  lights. 
See,  you  don't  need  a green- 
house or  sunny  windowsill  to 
grow  plants  indoors! 

More  proof  that  February 
isn’t  all  bad  lies  in  the  fact  that 
by  the  end  of  the  month  our 
days  will  be  10  hours  and  59 
minutes  long.  55  minutes 
longer  than  on  Feb.  1 . Every- 
one is  hoping  that  Feb.  2b  will 
be  a sunny  day.  for  that's 
when  a partial  eclipse  occurs. 
The  eclipse  begins  at  11:06 
a.m.  and  ends  at  1:36  p.m. 
Always  remember  not  to  look 
at  the  sun  with  the  naked  eye. 
Among  the  very  special  pro- 
grams being  offered  to  child- 
ren at  the  South  Shore  Nat- 
ural Science  Center  during 
vacation  week  occurs  on  Feb. 
24  when  there  will  be  a solar 
eclipse  celebration  for  child- 
ren ages  5 .and  6.  It's  a 
surprise! 

"'Rain,  sleet  and  snow” 
can't  stop  the  U.S.  Mails,  so 
they  say  and  it  does  little  to 
discourage  our  avid  birders 
either.  All  are  invited  to  join 
the  South  Shore  Bird  Club  on 
Sunday,  the  25th.  when  they 
tour  the  Manomet.  Plymouth 
and  Duxbury  area.  Bundle  up. 
grab  your  binoculars  and  meet 
with  them  at  the  Purity  Sup- 
reme Market  at  the  inter- 
section of  Rtes.  44  and  3 in 
Plymouth  at  9 a.m. 

One  of  the  few  quaking  bogs 
in  this  part  of  the  nation  is 
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25  Depot  St.,  Duxbury  Cross  Roads,  Duxbury 

FINAL  CLEARANCE  SALE 
40-75%  Off 

Winter  gowns  - Robes  - P.J.’s 

Sweaters  $7.50  each 


Hours:  Mon. -Sat^  10-5  p.m. 


Tel:  934-5397 


being  readied  for  opening  to 
the  public  on  June  2.  the 
anniversary  date  for  its  dedi- 
cation by  the  late  Cap'n  Bill 
Vinal.  It  is  hoped  that  all  will 
join  in  supporting  the  fund 
drive  which  is  just  starting  by- 
sending  contributions  to 
Everett  Russell.  17  School  St.. 
Norwell.  Al  Short  of  Cohasset 
has  beautiful  colored  slides 
showing  the  rare  plants  and 
trees  which  seldom  grow  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  If  your 
group  is  interested  inviewing 
them,  just  give  him  a call. 

Now  that  so  many  people 
are  turning  to  wood  burning 
stoves  in  an  effort  to  cut  back 
on  ever-rising  oil  bills,  the 
sounds  of  chain  saws  and  axes 
herald  the  crash  of  falling 
trees.  One  wonders  whether 
this  resource  will  in  time  be 
threatened,  but  Conservation 
Commissioner  Warren  Har- 
rington of  Marshfield  assures 
us  that  in  his  town  there's 
plenty  of  firewood  for  years  to 
come.  The  precarious  Feb- 
ruary weather  makes  the  Com- 
mission hesitate  to  set  a date 
for  another  woodgathering 
session  on  conservation  land. 
Harrington  says  wood  is  a 
renewable  resource  and  the 
forests  we  see  have  sprung  up 
since  the  days  of  farmlands. 
The  popular  wood-gathering 
sessions  have  only  thinned  out 
30  acres  of  woodlands  out  of 
ttye  seven  hundred  Marshfield 
owns. 

When  people  complain  be- 
cause even  the  bluejavs  are 
boycotting  their  feeders,  you 
know  there's  a problem.  Us- 
ually. the  appearance  of  these 
beautiful,  tropical-looking 
birds  cause  only  mutterings 
when  they  scare  away  the 
smaller  birds,  but  now  their 
absence  is  cause  for  concern. 
Bev  Litchfield  says  one  theory 
is  that  because  of  an  acorn 


Parental 
Lecture  At  NPL 
by  CLASS 


CLASS  members,  parents 
and  nursing  mothers  are  invit- 
ed to  attend  a guest  lecture  by 
Carolyn  Pepler  of  La  Leche 
League  on  Thursday.  Feb.  15 
at  8 p.m.  at  the  Public  Library. 
South  St..  Norwell. 

The  lecture  is  sponsored  by 
the  Childhood  Learning 
Association  of  the  South  Shore 
and  will  include  special  em- 
phasis on  the  history  and 
philosophies  of  the  national 
organization.  La  Leche  Lea- 
gue. Mothers  are  encouraged 
to  bring  their  nursing  child- 
ren. A question  and  answer 
period  will  conclude  the  pro- 
gram. A small  donation  is 
requested  at  the  door. 

CLASS  is  an  organi- 
zation of  parents  and  pro- 
fessionals dedicated  to  making 
childbirth  and  childrearing 
fulfilling  family  experiences. 
For  further  information, 
please  contact  Marlene 
Messina  (871-2b67). 


shortage  (due  to  an  explosion 
in  the  squirrel  population?) 
the  bluejavs  are  looking  else- 
where. Also  mystifying  to 
many  is  the  apparent  lack  of 
interest  in  home  feeders 
shown  by  many  of  our  feather- 
ed friends.  That's  probably 
because  of  the  open  winter 
we've  been  having.  Bev  ex- 
plains. But.  then  again,  how 
explain  the  fact  that  she  hasn't 
had  even  one  evening  gros- 
beak at  her  feeder,  vet  two 


miles  away,  Laura  Jacobs  has 
had  flocks  of  up  to  40?  It's  not 
all  bad.  however,  for  Bev  and 
friends  saw  four  different 
species  of  owls  on  a recent  trip 
to  the  North  Shore.  A great 
grey  owl  was  seen  in  Ips- 
wich lor  three  days  and  then 
found  again  in  Newbury.  For 
the  past  two  weeks  snowy  owls 
have  been  seen  on  the  Drift- 
way and  short -eared  ow  ls  have 
been  seen  in  Duxbury  and 
Marshfield  marshes. 


MILTON  FACTORY  SHOES 


75%  Off 

All  1st  Quality  - Better  Grade  Shoes 


HANOVER 

At  the  Hanover  Mall 
Between  Angelos  A Cinema 
Tel.  826-4932 


MILTON 

564  Adams  Street 
E.  Milton  Square 
Tel.  696-7990 


Clothing  VI th  A Flair  For  The  "young"  Woman  Of  Anv  Age 
Stop  By  and  See  Us 

Winter  Sale  Rack 
All  Items  Tagged  Up  to 
75%  Off 

Hi,  Friends: 

Our  spring  and  summer  clothes  are  rapidly  arriving 
now.  Last  week  we  received  mix  and  match  separates 
from  Emily,  Just  Emily,  some  3-piece  boude  look  en- 
sembles, some  madras  “signal  flag"  patchwork  wrap 
skirts  and  more  Lanz  dresses.  We  also  have  bathing 
suits  and  Sir  for  Herseparates. 

Hope  to  see  you  soon, 
Janet 

P.S.  I have  copies  of  the  Ladies  Home  Journal  2- 
week  diet  at  the  shop. 

Janet  Hopkins.  Prop.  Open  10-5 . Mon. -Sat.  Visa 
Martha  Kopald  934-2741  MasterCharge 

Dorothy  Hart  A merican  Express 


